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Arthur's Bakery, 223 North Eutaw Street, is a three and one-halft
story masonry, gabled roof rowhouse structire, three bays wide with
a single dormer centered in the street planz of the roof. The present
west (street) facade is faced with red brick laid in common bond,
with alternating headers defining the window openings in the second
and third floors. The absence of any bonding course of headers indi-
cates that this surface is a veneer, possibly applied as face brick
as part of the original construction. The roof and dormer are now
covered with modern asphalt shingles (deteriorated), but evidences
of the original wood shingles are visible. 'the roof dormer is gabled.
with a segmental a:rched 6/6 double hung window, all of which is in
a deteriorated condition. The fenestration pattern is slightly off-
center to the righ: (south), with the second floor having three equally
sized double hung windows, the third floor with two similar sized
units in the cente:r and right bays and an enlarged window in the lef-:.
There is no indica=ion that this left window has been altered. All
window openings have wood slip sills and molded frames. The existing
1/1 DH sash is modern (five of the six windows have metal snap-in
muntins in the upper light) as is the entire first floor facade below
a good Georgian Revival cornice. This first floor facade has a glass
panelled door to the upper floors in the left bay, and two large pla:e
glass show windows on high brick pedestals flanking the center glass
panelled door to the bakery sales room. This alteration probably dates
from the second quarter of the 20th Century. The first floor cornice.
however, probably dates from the conversion of the residence to the
bakery, 1893. The cornice has panelled sawn consoles at the ends witl
a high flat frieze enriched with gesso garlands and swags running the
full width of the structure. The frieze is framed at the bottom edge
with a fillet below a row of dentils, a cavetto bed mold and a cyma-
reversa crown mold. The lower part of the cornice itself has a cavetto,
an ovolo, a row of dentils, another cavetto, a row of egg and darts znd
another ovolo, capped by a flat corona, a cavetto, a cyma-recta bed nold
and flat fascia. The roof cornice, original to the structure (pre 1823)
consists of a flat fascia board with a cavetto bed mold below a corona
a small and large torus in combination and a flat fascia. A modern gutter
is attached to the upper fascia.

This structure was built in at least three distinct phases, the
front section being the earliest (pre 1823) followed by the infilling
of the courtyard (partially by 1896, completely by the E. 20th C ).

As a result, the rear slope of the original roof has been obscured bv
the three story addition, and the rear wall is of no significance. Until
the recent demolition (1978) of a structure adjoing this building to the
north, Arthur's Bakery has been flanked by taller masonry structures

on both sides, and readsas an early 19th Century residential row house.
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The interiors of Arthur's Bakery are of extreme importance,
documenting the various changes from a residential use to first
a retail bakery and then a bakery with a lunch room in the center
part of the first floor. When the building was first occupied by
Arthur's bakery, the second and third floor rooms of the original
structure were used as the family residence.

"The retail sales are of the bakery, in the front part of the
ground floor has been altered from the original design (pre 1823)
but is significant because of the addition of excellent Golden
Oak counters, cases and shelving, and an excellent pressed tin
ceiling. The c2nter room of the ground floor, converted to a lunch
room in the first decade of the 20th C nas an exceptional Golden
Oak work countzr with bevelled edge heavy plate mirrors and marble
pilasters. There is also a pressed tin ceiling, of a different
design than used in the front room, and other work counters of
value. The front part of the second floor was the living quarters
of the family residence and retains much if not all of the pre 1323
interior fabric. The space is divided into three areas,a living
spanning the entire three bays of the front facade, a smaller room,
probably the dining room occupying two-thirds of the width of the
structure, and a stair hall in the northeast part of the residence.

The living room has a good cast plaster cornice, a molded woond
base and an excellent chandelier (without medallion). The fire-
place has an excellent black marble Adem style mantle. The three
windows are full height, extending to the floor, and have molded
architrave trim and panelled reveals. The floor, plaster walls and
ceiling appear original. The dining room repeats the design of the
cast cornice and molded base, but adds an excellent cast ceiling
medallion. Neither room has a chair rail. This room is entered
from the front room through a double, six panelled pocket door and
connects to the rear part of the structure by a door let into what
was a window in the south bay of the original rear wall. The center
window, although blocked in, remains with its original interior and
exterior trim and frames. The stair hall is entered from the front
room through a good six raised panel door. The stairs have turned
newels, a molded hand rail and tapered turned balusters.

The front section of the third floor has been altered in the
Mid 19th Century, with only the west room remaining intact. The
trim in this room has been replaced with flat architraves and flat
square corner blocks, and the three interior doors have been replaced
with later six panel doors-all of the woodwork is grained to simulate
o§k. The original fireplace has been rcbuilt and now is enclosed
with a cast iron front. The plaster walls are papered, with an in-
teresting stencilled border 18" below the ceiling. There is no
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cornice, chair rail or other original trim remaining. The base is
a flat panel and dates from the changes made in the Mid 19th C.
The center section of the third floor contains the early 20th
Century ovens ased until the baking operations were moved to the
basement , and a series of early flour sifters and storage bins.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Arthur's Bakery is an excellent example of the conversion of an
early 19th Century townhouse to commercial use as the commercial area
of Downtown Baltimore spred northward. While the exterior has been
greatly altered, especially through the adcitions to the rear and
the major alteratiocn to the first floor facede, the interiors, both
the turn-of-the-certury retail spaces in the ground floor and the
residential spaces above are of great significance. The early baking
apparatus, includirg the massive ovens; sifters and storage bins in
“he third floor are in perfect condition and are possibly unique in

he city.

s In addition, Zthur's Bakery is one of the oldest continuing retail
establishments in the CLty, occupying various buildings in the downtown
area since its inception in 1832. The bakery moved to this site in 1693
as a branch store, expanded its retail functions to include an extemely
popular lunch room at the turn-of-the- centuxy, and has been incontinuous

operation at this site for 85 years.
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Arthur's Bakery

223 N. Eutaw Street
Block 0596 Lots 035
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad
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